THE  FOLK ORCHESTRA


The folk orchestra does not have a strict, fixed formation. In other words, it does not contain an exact number of instruments or an exact, fixed type of instruments, which is known, for example, when it is a chamber orchestra, symphony orchestra, big band, tamburitza orchestra, etc. The selection and exact number of instruments in a folk orchestra mainly depends on the music which the folk orchestra wishes to interpret, and then adjusts the instruments to the music. For example, if Hungarian or Romanian music is being performed, there should be a cimbalon in the orchestra, if Russian music is being performed, there should be a balalaika in the orchestra etc. 


As well as folk instruments which contribute to an authentic sound, a folk orchestra uses standard instruments such as the violin, clarinet, accordion, guitar and double bass. In order to achieve a richer sound from the orchestra itself, we can use the flute, viola, cello, percussion instruments and more rarely, the saxophone. 


When we talk about the sound relationship between the instruments themselves, you have to take into account the relations of the inner orchestra. It is necessary beforehand to indicate how the instruments are grouped, which in the continuation of this text will be seen in several examples of the most frequent makeups of national orchestras. 


The basic classification of instruments makes up the melodic and accompanying instruments. The violin, flute and clarinet belong to the group of melodic instruments. The guitar, viola, cello, double bass and percussion instruments fall into the group of accompanying instruments. Because of its technical capabilities, the accordion falls into both categories. An important detail is that the orchestra must not have more accompanying instruments than melodic ones.


Another classification is the inner group of melodic instruments. As can be seen in the above-mentioned information, we have string (violins) and wind (the flute and clarinet) instruments. With these classifications there is the important fact that the violin, which is a quieter instrument by nature, must not be a minority in relation to the wind instruments. 

When we say  FOLK ORCHESTRA, it is understood that this orchestra contains from 7 to 12 members.


From 7 members: one first violin, one second violin, a clarinet, accordion, guitar, cello and doble bass.


From 8 members: one first violin, one second violin, a clarinet, accordion, guitar, cello, double bass and percussion instruments. 


From 9 members: two first violins, one second violin, a clarinet, accordion, guitar, cello, double bass and percussion instruments.


From 10 members: two first violins, two second violins, a clarinet, accordion, guitar, cello, double bass and percussion instruments.


From 11 members: two first violins, two second violins, a flute, clarinet, accordion, guitar, cello, double bass and percussion instruments, or, two first violins, two second violins, a clarinet, two accordions, guitar, cello, double bass and percussion instruments.


From 12 members: two first violins, two second violins, a flute, clarinet, two accordions, guitar, cello, double bass and percussion instruments.


When the number of musicians is less than 7, it is an ensemble. From 6 members it is a sextet, from 5 a quintet, from 4 a quartet, from 3 a trio. If the number of members in the orchestra is larger than 12, it is called a LARGE  FOLK ORCHESTRA.
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